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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

> Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15-16 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

> The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made 
in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

> Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ohki(USPN 4,651,206). 
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Regarding claim 15, Ohki, recites determining, by a decoder, whether to 
perform motion compensation on motion vector decoded data or not depending on a 
value of a decoded motion vector and generating a decoded image based on a result 
of the determining to perform the motion compensation (Please note, figure 3, in 
correlation to column 4, lines 1-10. As indicated since the motion compensation 
inhibition corresponds to the motion vector of zero, the decoder 15 reproduces the 
television video signal in accordance with the inter-frame prediction coding without the 
motion compensation when the motion compensation is inhibited. Consequently, when 
the moving vector is received, the signal can be decoded correctly without the motion 
compensation inhibition signal. The signal decoded by the motion compensation inter- 
frame decoder 15 is a digital signal which is supplied to an output signal line 16 and 
comprises the television video signal). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

> The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

> Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohki 
(USPN 4, 651,206) in view of Francois et al. (USPN 7, 092, 443 B2), 
hereinafter, "Francois". 

Regarding claim 16, Ohki, recites determining, by a decoder, whether to 
perform motion compensation on motion vector decoded data or not depending on a 
value of a decoded motion vector and generating a decoded image based on a result of 
the determining to perform the motion compensation (Please note, figure 3, in 
correlation to column 4, lines 1-10. As indicated since the motion compensation 
inhibition corresponds to the motion vector of zero, the decoder 15 reproduces the 
television video signal in accordance with the inter-frame prediction coding without the 
motion compensation when the motion compensation is inhibited. Consequently, when 
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the moving vector is received, the signal can be decoded correctly without the motion 
compensation inhibition signal. The signal decoded by the motion compensation inter- 
frame decoder 15 is a digital signal which is supplied to an output signal line 16 and 
comprises the television video signal). 

Ohki does not expressly recite, utilizing an MPEG video. 
Francois recites, utilizing an MPEG video (Please note, column 1, lines 28- 
39. As indicated the choice of the mode of prediction of the macroblocks belonging to 
the images of B type or B images, as per the MPEG 4 standard, is highly dependent 
on the mode of coding adopted for the "co-located" macroblocks of the last coded 
predicted reference P image. The MPEG 4 standard ISO/IEC 14496-2 relating to video 
coding specifies, as far as motion compensation for skipped macroblocks is concerned, 
that if the co-located macroblock which is situated in the I or P video object plane (I- 
VOP or P-VOP) most recently decoded is skipped, the macroblock belonging to the B 
images is processed in the forward predictive mode ("forward prediction") with the zero 
motion vector). 

Ohki & Francois are combinable because they are from the same field of 

endeavor. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize this MPEG of Francois in Ohki's invention. 
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The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been as indicated on 
column 1 , lines 28-39, that if the co-located macroblock which is situated in the I or P 
video object plane (l-VOP or P-VOP) most recently decoded is skipped, the macroblock 
belonging to the B images is processed in the forward predictive mode ("forward 
prediction") with the zero motion vector. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Francois with Ohki to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 16. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



> Claims 1-3 and 8-10 are allowed. 
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Examiner's Note 



> The referenced citations made in the rejection(s) above are intended to exemplify 
areas in the prior art document(s) in which the Examiner believed are the most 
relevant to the claimed subject matter. 

> However, it is incumbent upon the Applicant to analyze the Prior Art document(s) 
in its/their entirety since other areas of the document(s) may be relied upon at a 
later time to substantiate Examiner's rationale of record. 

> A Prior Art reference must be considered in its entirety, i.e., as a whole, including 
portions that would lead away from the claimed invention. W.L. Gore & 
associates. Inc. v. Garlock. Inc.. 721 F.2d 1540, 220 USPQ 303 (Fed. Cir. 1983), 
cert, denied, 469 U.S. 851 (1984). However, "the Prior Art's mere disclosure of 
more than one alternative does not constitute a teaching away from any of these 
alternatives because such disclosure does not criticize, discredit, or otherwise 
discourage the solution claimed In re Fulton, 391 F.3d 1195, 1201, 73 
USPQ2d 1 1 41 , 1 1 46 (Fed. Cir. 2004). 
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> Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amir Alavi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7386. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday. 8:30 am thru 
5:00pm. 

> If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vikkram Bali can be reached on 571-272-7415. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

> Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. 
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> Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact 
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Amir Alavi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2624 
05 January 2010 
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